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EXPERIMENTS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF VACCINE VIRUS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


J Sir,—The following communication was addressed to me in a letter by 

John C. Martin, M.D., in 1835. Dr. Martin resided at that time in the 

town of Attleborough, in this State. The experiments which he made, 

as described in his communication, appeared to me to be so interesting 
and important, that I urged the publication of them at the time. But 
he declined then to publish them, on account of the excited state of feel- 
ing which his devotion to science gave rise to, in the village in which he 
resided. So great was the excitement of public feeling, which, I am sorry 
to state, was promoted in no small degree by his medical brethren of the 
) place, that Dr. Martin lost his practice, and was compelled to seek a new 
location where he might practise his profession, and exert his talents for the 
benefit of medical science and the alleviation of human suffering. He 
removed to Greenville, Illinois, and has already obtained an extensive 
business, and established a reputation, which his talents and devotion to 
medical science justly entitle him to. Having read of the success of the 
experiments instituted by Dr. Creely, of England, in re-producing the 

vaccine virus by inoculating cows with variolous matter, he wrote me a 

"i note in January, 1840, and requested me to hand you his statement of his 

experiments for publication in your Journal. I regret that his letter con- 
taining it had been mislaid, and that I have not been able, in consequence, 
to comply with his wish until the present time. - 

‘ Dr. Martin, as well as others of the faculty, had been convinced that 
much of the vaccine virus in use was spurious—that having passed 
through so many individuals of different constitutions and habits of body, 
it must have lost some of its essential qualities, and that the numerous in- 
stances of the occurrence of smallpox in persons who had been vaccinat- 
ed, were to be attributed to this deterioration of virus. It was this con- 
viction that induced Dr. Martin to undertake and prosecute the experi- 
ments which he has detailed in his paper. 

He adopted the theory of Jenner, of Barron, of Sunderland, and 
others, “that the vaccine disease was merely the effect of the variolous 
poison upon the system of the cow.” And had he been supported and 
encouraged by his professional brethren to prosecute his experiments, in- 
stead of being opposed and embarrassed, he would have gained much of 
the credit which has since been obtained by his distinguished professional _ 
brother in England, and would have had the honor of settling the ques- 
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tion of the-true source of the vaccine disease. The following is the com- 
munication of Dr. Martin referred to above, and should the Journal con- 
taining it be read by him, I hope he will excuse the long-delayed publi- 
cation of his paper, for the reasons stated by his friend and correspondent, 
Boston, Nov. 17, 1841. J. D. F. 


Sir—The following experiments may not be uninteresting to you. 
They were undertaken for the public good and for the benefit of science. 
And although I have suffered severely in mind and in purse, for making 
them, yet [ am not sorry that the act has been committed ; and all that 
I regret is, that T am not located in a community, and surrounded by 
medical men, who can duly appreciate my motives, and encourage me in 
prosecuting a series of experiments which I feel convinced might lead to 
successful and happy results. 

A case of smallpox, in its worst form, having appeared in Attleborough, 
where I reside, and having myself, like many other physicians, failed in 
obtaining fresh and pure vaccine virus, and having; moreover, witnessed 
and read of the frequent failures of the vaccine disease, as an antidote to the 
attacks of smallpox, | became exceedingly desirous of obtaining the virus 
directly from the cow. It is true that the source of the cowpox virus is, 
dnd always has been, a matter of theory. Jenner, in his time, and many 
physicians of later times, imagined, and supposed themselves to have 
proved, that pure vaccine matter was the result of the action of smallpox 
in the cow. I have been anxious to determine this point—so that should 
the theory prove to be true, physicians of this country miglit have it in 
their power at all times to obtain matter which would prove to be a more 
perfect prophylactic against variolous poison, than that which they are 
now obliged to use. 

In order to test the theory fairly, I purchased a fat, healthy cow, eight 
years old, shut her in a stable, and fed her scantily for a few days. I 
then obtained some variolous matter from the individual who was sick 
with the smallpox, and who had been laboring under the disease eleven 
days. With this matter [ inoculated the cow on the 2d day of October, 
1835, in the following manner. I made, with a common lancet, fourteen 
or fifteen punctures in one of her teats between the cuticle and true skin, 
taking care not to draw blood. 1 then inserted into these various punc- 
tures quills charged with the variolous virus. The wounds soon disap- 
peared, and presented no appearance of being variolated until five days. 
On the fifth day the animal seemed to show some indisposition, and on 
examining her teat I discovered one small elevated spot at the point of 
insertion of one of the quills, and an evident febrile heat in the teat, 
when compared with those not inoculated. This increased febrile heat 
continued for about forty-eight hours, and then subsided. During this 
time the animal lost her appetite, became thirsty, her milk ceased to be 
secreted, and her teat began to swell. 

On the eighth and ninth days a regular pustule was formed at the 
point inoculated, the margin of which contained some thin, light straw- 
colored fluid. On the tenth day the pustule had increased in size and 
become more prominent, and was distended with matter. At this period 
it was not regularly round, but presented an wmeven surface. On the 
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eleventh day, an evident change had taken place in the appearance of 
the pustule, it having begun suddenly to dry up. On the thirteenth day 
the virus had become solid, so that the pustule was converted into a crust, 
or scab, of a dark-brown color. 

Besides introducing the smallpox virus into the udder, I inserted some 
also into a puncture which I made on the hip of the animal. This re- 
sulted in a sore and in the falling off of the hair. ‘This inoculation pro- 
duced no pustule or eruption, save at the point of insertion, so far as l 
could discover. 

I now determined to insert some of this new generated matter into the 
human system, and observe its effects. Accordingly, I selected a healthy 
boy, aged 10 years, for the subject of my first experiment ; and on the 
evening of the 12th day of October (the day I took some virus from the 
cow, being the 10th day of the existence of the pustule), I inserted some 
of this virus into the boy’s arm in the same manner as in practising com- 
mon vaccination, The symptoms resulting from the operation were the 
following. The virus lay dormant four days. On the fifth day a slight 
inflammation or red spot arose around the point of insertion. From this 
period the vesicle ran its course, like the common vaccine vesicle, was 
characterized by a well-formed and regular areola, and in due time was 
transformed into a perfectly round, mahogany-colored scab. The boy 
exhibited but little indisposition during the course of the disease, except 
headache, and he continued to play with his fellows about the street, and 
I saw no symptoms in his case which do not attend the vaccine disease 
in its various stages. It should be mentioned, however, that two or three 
small pimples appeared on the boy’s face and arm. ‘These did not fill, 
but soon dried and disappeared. 

While observing the rise and progress of this disease, I had no doubt 
that the eruption was like, and that it was, the true and perfect vaccine 
vesicle. In order that I might not be deceived, however, | took the boy 
to Providence, and exhibited his arm to two physicians of that place, Drs. 
Brownell and Toby, both of whom pronounced the eruption to be the 
perfect vaccine, and gave me their opinion in writing to this effect. Hav- 
ing satisfied inyself of the nature of the eruption produced in the boy’s 
arm, | took matter from it on the seventh day, and inserted some of it 
into the arm of my own child, which was five months old. On the fourth 
day a red spot appeared around the point of insertion, a vesicle was formed 
and observed the same course, and presented the same appearances, as did 
that on the boy’s arm, from which the virus was taken. ‘The areola, 
perhaps, was not quite so regular as in the case of the boy—and the fe- 
brile excitement was greater in the child, which I attributed to its natural 
iritability of temperament. There were in this case a number of secondary 
eruptions on the surface, resulting from the vaccination. i 

The third subject vaccinated was also an infant. This child I vacei- 
nated with matter from my child’s arm on the seventh day of the disease. 
This child’s symptoms were similar to those presented by my own child; 
they were, perhaps, rather more severe. The areola was not so perfect, 
and there appeared on it a greater number of secondary vesicles which 
became filled with fluid. ‘The fourth individual vaccinated, was a boy 
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four years old. The virus with which I vaccinated him was taken from 
the arm of the child whose case | last described. The symptoms at- 
tending this case were similar to those presented in the preceding one— 
except that they were more severe. The areola, however, was not so 
regular, and the vesicle was rather more imperfect, and a greater number 
of secondary eruptions presented themselves on the body—some of which 
filled and formed crusts. 

I will not trouble you further in describing cases. The whole number 
of persons I vaccinated was twenty-three, and the cases above described 
will give you a notion of the character and progress of the others. I 
will remark, however, that I think the last individual vaccinated had the 
disease more severely, as the matter used in producing it was more re- 
motely related to the cow. 

Such have been the results of my experiments, and I should feel highly 
gratified and honored with your opinion respecting them. 


Very truly your friend, J. C. Martin. 


PES EQUINUS VARUS CONGENITUS OF THE RIGHT FOOT. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Jury 22d, 1841, Mr. ———, aged 55, of Boston, placed himself under 
my care with a deformed foot, which has afflicted him from birth. When 
he stands the heel is elevated six inches from the floor. The great toe is 
turned up, so as to render it impossible for him to wear any kind of shoe. 
(See fig. 2.) The ham-strings are shortened, so as to keep the knee per- 
manently bent. By inquiring into the history of this case, I find that 
some of his relations are affected in a manner not very dissimilar. ‘There 
seems to be a hereditary predisposition, in this family, to a contraction of 
the muscles, particularly of the hands, feet and back. I have now a 
niece of this gentleman under my care, who has been troubled with con- 
traction of the small toes, so as to produce much inconvenience and pain 
in walking. I have divided the flexor tendons of some of them, which 
enables her to walk with ease. She also has a lateral curvature of the 
spine, arising from the unnatural contraction of some of the associated 
muscles of the back. She has been at the Infirmary, pursuing orthopedic 
exercises, about six months, and is very much improved ; the deviation is 
now very slight. Six months more will entirely correct the deformity, 
and restore her to perfect symmetry. This case is mentioned, as one of 
many others, where particular deformities run in particular families. I 
have now under treatment a boy, who has two club-feet of the worst 
kind. His father bas two of the same kind. His uncle, who is now 
dead, had two, his grandfather one—seven in one family. 1 have also a 
fad under treatment, in whom the ham-strings of the left leg are shortened, 
the knee permanently bent to a certain extent, and the left foot so much 
distorted as hardly to be recognized as a human foot. It may be techni- 
cally called pes equinus varus. M. J. Guérin, of Paris, would denominate 
it Pequin varus—a combination of two distinct species of club-foot, united 
under one generic term. But even this complex technicality does not give 
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an idea of the extent of the deformity in this case. The foot may be con- 
sidered as an exaggerated and varied condition of two species of club-foot, 
viz., pes equinus and pes varus, combined. This lad has a sister with one 
foot somewhat similarly affected, and a cousin with both feet. But enough 
of family idiosyncrasies. 1 will proceed with the report of my case. 

The gentleman of whom I was speaking cannot be said to have walked 
for the last ten years. He has only been able to hobble across the room, 
and into the adjoining house, by the aid of a crutch and cane, resting his 
weight partially on the outside of the metatarsal bone and joint of the 
little toe. The foot is shorter than its fellow, and the entire limb is shorter 
and very considerably smaller than the healthy one. 

This day, July 22d, 1 divided the tendo-Achillis, and the extensor ten- 
don of the great toe, in the presence of Dr. J. W. Gorham. The di- 
vided ends of the tendo-Achillis separated two and a half inches at once. 
My usual apparatus was immediately applied—the foot-board having been 
first perforated, so as to adinit a strap for the purpose of reducing, and 
confining the great toe in a natural position. 

Sept. Ist.—The heel is perfectly down, and he treads fairly on the sole 
of his foot. The toe was immediately brought straight, and has con- 
tinued so. It was necessary to confine it but a few days. (See fig. 1.) 
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Oct. 4th.—Put on a boot with a steel support on one side, and directed 
him to walk as much as he could. 

The knee still inclines to bend forward, but he can bring it straight by 
volition. He walks rather imperfectly at present, but this is not to be 
wondered at, as his leg has been out of employ for many years. It 
will acquire strength by use, and there is no doubt but he will walk wel] 
in the course of a few months. He has no. reluctance in representing his 
own case as it was, and as it now is; and his name may be known by 
inquiring of me, 65 Belknap street. J. B. Brown. 
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IRREGULAR PRACTITIONERS, &c.—MASS. MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Srr,—lIf I understand correctly the regulations of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, they require all practitioners of medicine and surgery 
who have received their license or diploma in any place out of the State, 
and who come into Massachusetts to practise medicine, to make applica- 
tion for license to the Censors of the Society, or connect themselves 
with it. 3 

If they do not conform to these requirements they are irregular practi- 
tioners, and in point of fact stand in the same relation to the community 
as empirics. Consequently it is not lawful for us who are Fellows of the 
Society, to consult with them, nor can they collect their charges for at- 
tendance any more than quacks. 

Now, Sir, it is a notorious fact that there are some gentlemen engaged 
in the practice of medicine in this State, who come within the list pro- 
scribed in the by-laws of the Society. Having received their license or 
diploma in other States, they are not legal practitioners in this. It is not 
unfrequently the case that the Fellows of the M. M. Society are called 
upon to consult with these men ; and what shall be the course of proce- 
dure? Shall we refuse, or give consent? The first is, most certainly, the 
most proper way, but in some instances this will be unpleasant. Some 
of these gentlemen, for aught we know, are respectable in character and 
attainments ; perhaps among them may now and then be found a par- 
ticular friend. Under circumstances of this nature, our feelings must be 
severely tried. 

But suppose we consent to a consultation. This would not only vio- 
late the laws of the Society, but give these persons an advantage over 
us: for as they are not responsible to any man or body of men, they may 
recommend and use quack medicines, consult with, aid and abet quacks 
(instances of which 1 have known), in short, make use of the most un- 
gentlemanly and dishonorable means to secure business, and do anything 
which does not come within the scope of the fangs of the law, passing 
along unscathed as the veriest quack in the universe. 

It appears, therefore, there are but two courses for us to pursu® in re- 
spect to these persons—first, to invite them, as we frequently have done, to 
connect themselves with the M. M. Society, as Fellows or Licentiates, 
and become amenable toits laws. If they decline, then let the community 
know we cannot consult with them, giving the why and wherefore in plain 
English, and add also the very important fact that they (the community) 
are under no legal obligation to pay them for their services. Let this be 
done, and we shall have no more trouble with trregular practitioners. 

November, 1841. JusTITIA. 


IMPROVED TRUSS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—You will excuse the liberty I have taken in addressing to 
you this communication. The desire 1 have that those who may be suf- 
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fering, as I formerly have suffered, from hernia, may be benefited by my 
experience, will in some measure palliate the fault. 

In the year 1831, while abroad, in thoughtlessly climbing a steep acclivi- 
ty, | had the misfortune, in straining to gain its eminence, to produce a rup- 
ture. Although I was sensible L had received an injury, from a quick 
pain and sudden prostration of strength at the time, I could not compre- 
hend the extent. When I returned to New York, about four months af- 
ter, I was sensibly affected, for some time, in the lower abdominal regions 
on the right side, just above the scrotum, but thought, as I formerly had a 
swelling there arising from another cause, this might be a recurrence of 
the same. Finding, however, that the protuberance was not painful to 
the touch, and that it could be pressed back into its proper position, and 
when held there I was much eased, | concluded it must be a case of her- 
nia, and applied to a celebrated truss-maker to affix an apparatus proper for 
the case. The one I procured had a moveable pad to cover the rupture, 
and an immoveable one to rest on the upper portion of the sacrum. (See 
fiz. 1.) I wore this with great difficulty for some time, as the inconve- 
nience was such I could not endure it, and procured another upon the 
same principle, wearing it with the same success. I then applied to 
another truss-maker, who gave me one with a moveable pad, and the 
elastic band passing round to meet almost the cushion when adjusted. 
(See fig. 2.) This was much better, yet still I felt much galled by the 
machine, and in endeavoring to bend the apparatus to suit my views of 
its adjustment, I broke a considerable portion of the end of the spring off. 
(See 3.) tried it on in the mutilated state, as thought it was, and 
found it fitted well, but could not retain itself in its position; and the 
idea suggested itself to me at once how I could overcome all difficulties, 
and make the machine perform the cure, and at the same time be no in- 
convenience to me, but rather produce an easy sensation from its adapta- 
tion to the motion of the parts it covered, and a complete strengthener 
of the lower abdominal muscles. The truss I had procured was merely 
covered with soft kid leather, affixed to it by some glutinous substance. 
This | found beeame hardened from moisture in perspiration of the parts; 
and to remedy this defect, L neatly covered the whole machine, pad and 
all, with Canton flannel (cotton), with the woolly side out to meet the skin, 
padding that part of the spring which came in contact with the flesh with 
soft cotton wool, partially, but fully towards its terminus opposite the 
hernia pad (for about nine inches). To the ends of the machine (see 
fiz. 4) | affixed two silver rings, about the size of finger rings, made of 
round silver wire soldered together. ‘These I sewed on tightly, and so as to 
lay flat upon the skin, when adjusted, and rove through them a piece of linen 
tape one inch wide, and about one yard long, first properly fixing the ma- 
chine upon my body, the cushion or pad covering the rupture, and the 
other end resting opposite to it upon the upper edges of the gluteus muscles 
of the right thigh, so as not to be affected by their motions, and imme- 
diately under the centre of the crest of the iliac bone. | then tied the 
tape in a single knot (the ends in a bow knot afterwards, to prevent their 
length incommoding me in wearing it) in the middle of the space be- 
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knot is, rest in a measure upon the anterior portion of the crest of the 
iliac bone to sustain it in its position, tying it loose or close to suit my 
own convenience. 

I have thus worn this machine for say ten years, and I must say I never 
have felt any inconvenience arising from it, but rather a pleasure, and 
that all the purposes for which a truss is required have been fully per- 
formed by it, as | have been well of the complaint for some six years or 
more, although the habit of wearing the instrument has become so much 
a second nature with me that I realize a pleasure in retaining it, and a 
great strengthener in walking and riding. 1 am in no wise affected by 
severe coughing, or by blowing the flute for hours together. If you 
think it can be of any use in your practice or in thatof any of your pro- 
fessional brethren, it will be a pleasure for me to think that any alleviation 
has been made in the adaptation of an instrument so much needed and 
in such general use as the hernial truss. 

Since writing the above, 1 have seen the pattern of a machine some- 
what similar to the one I use myself; but 1 must confess I do not think 
it possesses its advantages. (See fig. 5.) I refer you to the diagrams, 
with notes, accompanying this, for explanation. 

Fig. 1. Fig. 2. Fic. 3. 


Fig. 1. Is too painful, on account of the pressure upon the sacrum at 


a given point by the immoveable pad. 


Fig. 2. Is an improvement, but has the stiffness of No. 5, without 
the power of fully retaining its position with ease to the patient, and being 
withal unyielding to the natural motions of the parts to which it is 
adapted. 

ig. 3. Is an improvement upon No. 2, but is still inconvenient, and 
does not possess the advantages and ease of adaptation to the motion of 
the parts of the one I have recommended. a 
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Fig. 4. Is the pattern of the one I wear myself, and its advantages 
are—First, the pad being moveable, is by means of the adjustment of 
the apparatus kept fixed immediately upon the orifice of the rupture, and 
enabled to adapt itself to the motions of the lower abdominal muscles, &c., 
being never displaced by any violent exercise that | have known, but al- 
ways retaining its position as first placed until removed. I am_ in the 
habit of taking off the truss when I retire for the night, and replace it 
when I rise in the morning, to give the compressed parts ease during rest. 
Secondly, the truss is kept in its place, and not allowed to chafe the 
parts it covers, by the ligature rove through the rings, and fastened in a 
knot. The covering of the machine and pad can be of flesh-colored 
silk velvet or plush, and the ligature of the same colored silk braid, to 
suit the patient, &c. Thirdly, the rings affixed to the upper edges of each 
of the termini of the springs, allow the ligature to play and slide through 
them easily, and by this means permit the whole machine to adapt it- 
self easily and compactly, without friction, to all the movements required 
by the parts—acting upon the same principle with the ligature as ropes 
and blocks do to the tiller of a vessel, easing all its motions, and keeping 
the rudder (the pad covering the rupture answering to it here) steady and 
secure, and at the same time supporting the whole fabric. 

New York, October 23,4841. Yours, with respect, 

Isaac 1. Greenwoop, 7] Warren st. 


STRICTURE OF THE SMALL INTESTINES—ANOMALOUS CONDITION 
OF THE KIDNEY. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—If you may think the following of sufficient importance to merit a 
place in your valuable Journal, it is at your disposal. 

Mrs. Sophia H , aged 28, mother of one child, which was six 
years old at the time of her attack, was taken in the spring of 1833 
with tenderness of the abdomen on pressure, with red and smooth tongue, 
febrile exacerbations though somewhat slight at first, but increasing pro- 
gressively for three or four weeks, appearing to be but little benefited by 
remedial means. ‘The case was then supposed to be inflammation in 
the mucous membrane of the prime viz, which no doubt was a correct 
diagnosis. The pulse were in general not above 80, but rather small 
and contracted ; a rosy flush was daily apparent on the cheek, with pal- 
lor of the other parts of the face. Within four or six weeks from the 
first symptoms, she was confined to her bed, which confinement continued 
for about four months. During this whole time, and while indisposed pre- 
vious to confinement, the most intense interest was excited in her case, 
and the counsel of several of the most skilful physicians in the vicinity 
was solicited and obtained ; but all prescriptions appeared to be alike fu- 
tile. During this long period, her appetite was quite good, but the 
mildest ingesta, even in a liquid form, was quite apt to produce severe 
distress at the stomach, and induce a febrile paroxysm. A laxative of 
the mildest kind almost invariably produced febrile irritation ; but olive 
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oil, combined with Venice soap, molasses and water, proved the least 
irritating of any that we could devise. Local bleeding and counter-irrita- 
tion gave little or no relief, Acetate of morphine alone, and combined 
with ipecae., tart. potash, and other refrigerant medicines taken in mucilage, 
would produce almost no abatement of the symptoms, or any of their le- 
gitimate effects upon the constitution, Acetate of lead, combined with 
Opium, was no more successful. A moderate salivation with blue pill 
produced no abatement of the symptoms. At length, by the advice of 
my esteemed friend, Prof. Crosby, of Dartmouth College, | administered, 
three tines a day, a draught of a mixture of the solutions of sulph. of 
iron, and sup. carb. of potash, sweetened and imixed at the time of ad- 
ministering it, producing thereby pure caroonate of iron. Under this 
treatment the febrile symptoms gradually abated, and from a state of ex- 
treme emaciation her flesh gradually improved, and light food would set 
easier on her stomach. She soon became able to walk in her room, and 
within a few months had nearly recovered her ordinary weight, could ride 
i: a carriage, and walk about the village; but still her health was quite 
imperfect, and a little over-exercise would produce pain in the right lum- 
bar region and right hypochondrium. Her appetite continued good, and 
she ate almost all kinds of ordinary food with impunity. But occasionally, 
within a few hours after indulging in some article not easily divested, or 
thoroughly masticated, she would be taken with such violent fits of colic 
that her life would be almost despaired of before the bowels could be 
moved by laxatives and enemata; instant relief would be procured by 
catharsis. From the prostration and debility consequent to these acci- 
dents, she would be slow to recover. 

I come now to another circumstance in this case, which to me appears 
altoyether the most interesting in a pathological point of view. Soon af- 
ter her confinement to her bed, as above stated, she called my attention 
toa tumor which she discovered projecting from under the ribs, about 
mid-way between the linea alba and the angle of the ribs on the rivht 
side. It appeared dense to the feel, and about two or two and a_ half 
inches in diameter, convex where it approached the parietes, and could on 
slight pressure be removed into the concavity of the diaphragm beyond 
the reach of touch. It could be felt only when she was lying on her 
left side; then it would sometimes be found as low as the right iliac region, 
and sometimes partially under the umbilicus, It was tender on firm pres- 
sure, and its locality could be easily changed by changing the position of 
the patient, or by gentle pressure. All the physicians whom I had in 
consultation supposed it a morbid enlargement of some originally small* 
gland, or adventitious production, attached to, they knew not what organ 
or tissue ; and what connection this tumor had, by mechanical pressure 
or otherwise, with the irritation and inflammation of the digestive tube, 
none could be perfectly satisfed. But after she had so far recovered as 
to be able to ride and walk the streets, the tumor and its latitude of move- 
ment had undergone no perceptible change. She coutinued in this ™- 
perfect state of health, with occasional fits of colic on every little indis- 
cretion in diet, unul the fore part of August, 1841, when, on slight ex- 
posure to wet and cold, being caught in a shower, she was suddenly at- 
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tacked with inflammation in the mucous membrane of the stomach, with 
nausea and vomiting, and now with total loss of appetite. Nothing could 
be retained on the stomach without distress and nausea. Counsellors 
were ayain called, but to no effect. She lingered for seven weeks from 
the time of the last attack, almost without any nourishment except by 
enemata, and died. 

(Her own sister died of inflammation in the mucous membrane of the 
stomach, at the age of 22. Her own aunt has for several years been 
confined with irritation and inflammation of the mucous passages.) 

Autopsy.— Twenty hours after death a post-mortem examination was 
made, Drs. 1. McNiece and C.S. Downes present. On opening the 
cavity of the abdomen, instead of an adventitious growth constituting @ 
tumor, the right kidney was, as it were, found loose in the abdominal 
cavity. The tissues which confined it to its proper locality originally, 
had, by some unknown cause, become so lax or elongated, that the kid- 
ney could easily be carried across the spine to the left without putting 
any tissues on the stretch. ‘The left kidney was normal in its attach- 
ments. Both kidneys appeared of their natural size, and their external 
and internal appearance was healthy, and the urinary functions had all 
ever been performed with integrity. On opening the stomach, the mu- 
cous membrane exhibited indubitable marks of inflammation, and_ in 
some portions it appeared to have been removed, and the coats of the 
organ so extremely attenuated as to become quite transparent, while other 
portions were thickened, and the mucous membrane injected and soft- 
ened. On opening the jejunum and ilium, no traces of recent inflamma- 
tion could be discovered, but the effects of the inflammation of the mu- 
cous membrane of the intestines during her first confinement were very 
palpable. ‘There were no less than seven strictures between the duo- 
denum and colon, dispersed through the whole length of the small in- 
testines. Some of these were so narrow that they would admit nothing 
larger than a small pipe-stem, and the strictures, before the intestines 
were opened, appeared like points around which tape had been fastened, 
contracting the points of strictured intestine to a small diameter. The 
strictures, when opened, cut with a cartilaginous hardness, and the tex- 
ture had a brown dusky appearance. There were no strictures in the 
colen or rectum, and all the other organs, except such described as dis- 
eased, appeared normal. The strictures as satisfactorily accounted for 
the colic, as the kidney for the tumor. Israci Hincxcey. 

Corinth, Vt., Nov. 17th, 1841. 
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MORAL MANAGEMENT IN PRISONS. 


In the benevolent provision for the every-day comfort of the insane in 
Massachusetts, there is evidence of the benign influences of Chris- 
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tianity, and the advanced state of civilization, that is delightful to contem- 
plate, aside from all scientific considerations. Neighboring States and 
communities, also, of late years, happily for the character of the age, 
have discovered what duty is, in regard to this particular class of unfor- 
‘tunate beings, and are operating slowly, but effectually, to ameliorate their 
physical condition by a humane system of moral management. But 
there is one more revolution required, which, if not effected, must con- 
tinue to be deplored by philanthropists. We allude particularly to the 
moral discipline of State Prisons and Penitentiaries generally, in the 
United States. It is a theory of the law, as now administered, that the 
criminal is restored to society, whose privileges he had forfeited by crime, 
by the severity of the ordeal through which he has passed. Nothing 
is more untrue: the liberated convict is avoided, despised, and neglected ; 
and he oftentimes, in view of his prospects, and too often from a recol- 
Jection of cruelties experienced in prison, commences a warfare against 
the race, and frequently becomes the tenant of a prison a second time, 
and perhaps for life. 

The cruel severity in some of the State prisons is, therefore, one of the 
causes of the increase of crime. A law of kindness, administered upon 
the same broad and just principles that characterize the insane hospitals, 
would soften the asperities of those wretched outcasts from society, re- 
kindle in their obdurate hearts the emotions of gratitude, and to a great 
extent redeem thei, by an irresistible appeal to their innate sense of 
duty towards their fellow men. 

Cases will present themselves, in which the aberration is so strongly 
marked, that restraint must be enforced, and in which no relaxation of 
imprisonment is admissible. But the out-of-sight cruelties practised by 
brutal. irresponsible keepers, on those who are State criminals, is un- 
doubtedly calculated to irritate them to the highest point of revengeful 
desperation. Sufficient developments were made at Sing Sing, a few 
years ago, to convince the community that such dark deeds as were there 
practised, will be practised in other prisons, when the public eye is not 
vigilantly kept upon them. 

What system of moral management is adopted at this period, in the 
Massachusetts State Prison at Charlestown? Is flogging, that last rem- 
nant of barbarism, which is so much detested as a condemning feature in 
the law of several States, ever allowed? If the Commissioners of that 
Institution ever permitted it, what men constituted the tribunal to decide 
upon the nature of the offence for which a prisoner was to be punished, 
and who specified the number of lashes he should receive ? 

The South Boston House of Correction, a State prison in miniature, is 
conducted on simple, but merciful principles; a blow is never inflicted 
there. [tis a model institution, creditable to the humanity of the city of 
Boston—and a model school, too, to which prison-keepers might be sent 
to learn the moral management of convicts, according to the advanced 
condition of knowledge in this important department of the law of equity. 


Surgical Operations on the Uterus.—That learned and indefatigable 
correspondent, Prof. Portal, of Palermo, has favored us with a manuscript 
of nearly twenty pages, accompanied by two engravings, upon the surgery 
of the uterus. It is in the Italian language, and in a difficult kind of 
chirography ; nevertheless, by patient perseverance, we hope to get it into 
tolerable English for publication. As evidence of the industry of Prof. 
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Portal, who, it should be recollected, holds several active medical offices 
of high trust and responsibility under the Government, we may mention 
that there is now before us a catalogue of his published works, embracing. 
no less than thirty distinct publications, and constituting too long a list to 
insert in our pages. 


Minor Surgery.—A course of lectures on what the lecturer denomi- 
nates minor surgery, is presumed to be now going on, in Philadelphia, by 
Dr. Coates, as they were advertised tocommence about this period. The 
special object in view is to teach the every-day duties of a surgeon, viz. : 
The necessary cautions and niceties of management required in bleeding, 
cupping, leeching, enemata and other injections; the stomach pump; 
bandaging for retention and pressure; the taxis and instrumental treat- 
ment of hernia; the construction and application of ligatures, &c. &c. 
It strikes us that this is far from being a minor matter: the whole scheme 
is excellent, and precisely the kind of knowledge that is passed over quite 
lightly in the regular schools, where great principles, rather than details 
of manipulations, are necessarily taught. Those who may avail them- 
selves of these lectures, cannot, with any excuse, be bad operators. When 
the term is closed, since the doctor has a happy tact at writing, we should 
be right glad to have the essence of the whole in the shape of a small 
treatise: it would, we venture to predict, sell wonderfully well. 


A New Medical College.—A medical college, under the charter of 
Shurtleff College, at Alton, Illinois, is making preparation for business. 
The president is the Rev. G. B. Perry, M.D. ‘The faculty will probably 
be elected soon. From the observations of those in its immediate neigh- 
borhood, the prospects of this new school of medicine are quite flattering. 
Benjamin Shurtleff, M.D., of this city, has been the firm friend of the 
College from a very early period, and his liberal donations and unremit- 
ling attentions to its interests, induced the Corporation to give the Insti- 
tution the name it now bears. An excellent anatomist and a chemical 
professor might be selected in Boston, who would give character to those 
important chairs. First impressions have an abiding influence, and it is 
necessary, therefore, to engage the highest order of talent for a new insti- 
tution, in this age of literary and scientific competition. 


Infirmary for the Treatment of Scrofulous Diseases.—The profession 
will doubtless feel interested in an advertisement which may be found in 
this No. of the Journal, by Dr. Durkee, who has recently moved to Bos- 
ton from Lynn, and opened an institution on generous and reasonable 
terms, for the treatment of scrofulous affections. A subdivision of labor 
is necessary to perfection in every art and science ; and physicians, there- 
fore, in accordance with the spirit of the times, are beginning to practise 
on this acknowledged sligitiles One attends almost exclusively to dis- 
eases of the eye, another to those of the teeth ; some are devoted to the 
great operations of surgery, and some only attend principally to febrile 
affections. On this plan there must be skilful men ; and the community 
discover the advantages which a person of experience in any one depart- 
ment, has over one who does something of everything. Dr. Durkee has 
the confidence of the faculty in this city, and they are individually in 
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readiness to offer him any advice which the nature of his institution may 
require. Since he is a man of education, and has long been known as an 
agreeable and talented writer in this Journal—and since he does not come 
ainong us as a vain, presumptnous, ignorant pretender, but stands upon 
the firm basis of medical knowledge, we candidly recommend him to the 
patronage of the afflicted, wherever his name may be extended. 


Western and Southern Medical Recorder.—No. 1, of a new monthly 
medical journal, bearing this name, has appeared at Lexington, Ky., un- 
der the editorial charge of James C. Cross, M.D., one of the faculty in 
the Transylvania University. He was formerly in the chair of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics, at the Medical Colleze of Ohio. Of Dr. 
Cross’s ability to conduct the publication, now fairly commenced, there 
can be no doubt. If the profession at the South and West, for whom he 
expressly exerts himself. will give that cheerful patronage which the cha- 
racter and importance of the Journal have a right to expect, it will soon be- 
coine the medium of valuable information, and be looked for with solici- 
tude every month. The leading articles are fine specimens of writing— 
emanating from sources, too, which will always command the respectful 
attention of an elevated class of readers. The best service we can do this 
new candidate for faine, is to republish, from time to time, some of its ex- 
cellent papers. 


Law in relation to Medical Charges in Massachusetts.—Any person 
who administers medicine, good or bad—replaces bones, whether displaced 
or not, or inany form whatever acts in the capacity of a prescriber of reme- 
dies for disease, can collect his charges for the same in this Commonwealth 
—the iaw being now upon the broad principle that he who dances shall 
pay the fiddler. A correspondent in to-day’s Journal, on page 270, is 
therefore in an error on this point. 


Oil of Ergot. Dear Sir —I noticed in your Journal of the 10th inst. 
[copied from Bell’s Materia Medica], that Mr. Wright has cured two cases 
of “troublesome diarrhea,” by administering the oil of ergot, although 
he does not appear to be perfectly satisfied with the rationale of its opera- 
tion. Perhaps if he had been more familiar with the pathogenesy of 
his remedy he would not have been surprised at the success of his 
prescription, nor have been under the necessity of attributing it to any 
sedative properties in the article. ‘The only wonder in the case is, that 
he should not aggravate the present sufferings of his patient, or produce 
some new derangement by the quantity of medicine given. 

Novembér 18, 1841. 


The Great Missourium.—The following more particular account of the 
skeleton which was alluded to on the 100th page of this volume of the 
Journal, is part of the last Bulletin of the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
and is copied from the Philadelphia Medical Examiner. 

“ Dr. Goddard stated that he had examined the so called ‘ Missourium 
Kochii,’ and found it to be a skeleton composed of Mastodon bones, most 
of which appeared to belong to a single set, many, however, having been 
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superadded, and others mended and glued together in a manner wholly 
erroneous. 

“ The following errors were especially noticed : 

 Spine.—T he spine presented the anomaly of 8 cervical vertebra; and 
instead of 19 dorsal and 4 lumbar, had 23 dorsal and 10 luinbar vertebra, 
making the number of bones in the spine too great by 11. The bones 
articulated with the 2d and 4th ribs were cervical vertebra. The space 
between the vertebra were much magnified by thick wooden blocks 
placed between them, and the spine was curved upwards, so as to give an 
exagyerated idea of the height of the animal. 

“ Ribs.—These were redundant in number, and were spread out as 
much as possible, so as to present the appearance of a wide and flat chest. 
The first pair of ribs were stuck on the bones of the shoulder, to resemble 
clavicles—bones which the Mastodon does not possess. 

« Head.--The head was that of a Mastodon with the top deficient, and 
a piece of an ethmoidal ? bone glued on in front to resemble a snout. The 
tusks were distorted laterally, so as to occupy a space 18 feet in width. 

“ Scapule and Ilia.—These having been deficient. were very inge- 
niously pieced out with wood, glued over so as to resemble bone. 

“ Feet.—The feet were ludicrously made ap of carpal and tarsal bones, 
and presented the wonderful anomaly of four phalanges in each toe. 

“ Several other discrepancies were observed ; apart from which Dr. G. 
considered the skeleton one of very great interest.” 


To Corresponnents.—The communications of Dr. Dixon, W. J.. and Medi- 
cus, of New York city, and of Dr. Wheeler of Providence, will receive early 
attention. 


Diro—At Sharon, Ct., of typhus fever, Dr. Albert F. Roberts, 42.—At Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y., Dr. Sturgis Phinney, formerly of New Bedtord, Mass. 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Nov 27,35.— Males, 21; Females, 14. Stillborn, 5. 

Of consumption, 5—typhus fever, 3—croup, |—scarlet fever, 7—lung fever, 1—mexsles, 2—de- 
bility, 1—inflammation of the brain, 1—child-bed, 1—dropsy in the head, 1—paralysis, 1—pleurisy, 1 
—intemperance, |—fits, 2—palsy, 1—bronchitis, 2—cancer, 1—dropsy on the brain, 1—marasmus, |. 


HOSPITAL IN BOSTON FOR SCROFULA. 
Sitas Durkee, M.D., Member of the Massachusetts Medical Society and of the Boston Medical Asso- 
ciation, having been in practice fourteen years, and having had constant opportnnity for three years to 
attend to the diversitied forms of Scrofula while in churge of the Hospital Departmert of a charitable 
Institution in Portsmouth, embracing more than one hundred inmates, respectfully announces that he 
will devote special attention to the treatment of that disease. He has taken the large and convenient 
house No. 26 Howard street, Boston. The location is retired and airy, with every accommodation 
for invalids from abroad. He has also made ample arrangements for administering medicated baths, 
and for the eneral treatment of patients according to the mvthods most approved by the profession 
in this country and Europe. Boacd from $3,00 to $5,900 per week. 
Boston, Nov. 29, 1841. D. l—eop6w 


INSTRUMENTS. 
THEODORE Merca.F, Apothecary, No. 33 Trem ut Row, offers to surgeons and dentists, the best 
selected assortment of Instruments to be found in the city : consisting in part of Amputating, Trepan- 
ning, Obstetrical, Dissecting, Strabismus, Pocket, Eye and Cocper’s Cases; Scarificators, Catheters, 
Bougies, Stoinnch Pumps, Injecting do., Spring and Thumb Lancets, Dissecting and Dressing Scissors, 
Trocars, Needles, Ristouries; Dressing, Dissecting, Polypus and Throat Forceps, Tonsil Instruments, 
&c. &c. of American and English manufacture. 

Extracting Forceps, in sets of 12, or singly, of superior form and finish ; Excavators, Burrs, Plug- 
gers, Drills, Files ; Cutting, Splitting and Punching Forceps ; Gold and Platina Plate and Wire, Solder 
and Springs, Gold and Tin Foil, MINERAL TEeETA, in great variety (much the largest assortment to be 
found in N. England), Grindstones, and almost every article used in the surgical or mechanical de- 
partments of Dentistry. 

All orders from the country carefully and promptly executed. D. 1.—6m 


REMOVAL. 
A. F. BARTLETT has removed to No. 3 Winter, corner of Washington st., where Dr. Chapin’s Utero- 
Abdominal! Supporters may be obtained as improved by Mr. B. D. 1.—3t 
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UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA.—MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 
Sessivn 


Tue Lectures will commence on Monday, the lst of November, and be continued, under the follow- 
ing arrangement, to the middle of March ensuing :— 


Practice and Theory of Medicine, by ° - - NATHANIEL CHAPMAN, M.D. 
Chemistry,by - - - - - Roserr Hare, M.D 
Surgery,by - - - - - WIL.LiaM Gisson, M.D. 
Anatomy,by - - - - E. Horner, M.D. 
Institutes of Medicine, by - - - - - Samuen Jackson, M.D. 
Materia Medica and Pharmacy, by - - - GeoruE B. Woop, M.D. 
Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children, by - Hueu L. Hopee, M.D. 
Clinical Lectures on Medicine, by - - - W. W. Geruarp, M.D. and 
on Surgery, by - - - Drs. Gipson and Horner, 
Will be delivered at the Philadelphia Hospital (Blockley). Students are also admited to the Clini- 
cal Instruction at the Pennsylvania Hospital, in the city. W. E. HORNER, 
Aug. 20, letl. A 25—tVecl Dean of the Med. Faculty, 263 Chesnut st., Philadelphia. 


TO PHYSICIANS. 
A PHYSICIAN in one of the most pleasant villages in the State, about 30 miles from Boston, wishes to 
dispose of and leave his situation. ~~~ trom $1500 to $2000 yearly? For particulars, address the 
editor. ov. 24—3t 


RESPIRATORS. 
Tue subscriber, by means of an agent in London, has constantly on hand a number of Respirators, of 
every quality. . 17—eop3m Hl. 1. BOWDITCH, 8 Otis place. 


MEDICAL WORKS, PUBLISHED BY BARRINGTON & HASWELL, PHIL- 
ADELPHITA. 
ANDRAL’s Medical Clinic; Bryant’s Anatomical Examinations; Burne on Habitual Constipation; 
Clutterbuck on Bloodletting ; Collins’s Practical Treatise on Midwifery ; Cooper’s (Sir A.) Lectures 
on Surgery ; Curling on Tetanus; Cutler on Bandages and Bandaging ; Edwards on the Influence of 
Physical Agents on Life; Epidemics of the Middle Ages; Essay on Physiology and Hygiene, by Reid, 
Ehrenberg, Stromeyer, Muller, &c.; Evanson and Maunsele on the Management and Diseases of Chil- 
dren; Freckleson’s Outlines of Pathology; Gooch’s Midwifery ; Holland’s Notes and Reflections ; 
Homer’s Med. and Topog. Observations upon the Mediterranean, Portugal, &c.; Hunter on the Blood, 
Infla nmation, and Gun-shot Wounds ; Hunter on the Teeth ; Hunter on the Venereal Disease; Hun- 
ter on the Animal Gconomy ; Hunter’s Principles of Surgery; Hunter’s Life; Hunter’s Complete 
Works, 4 vols ; Laycock on Hysteria; Lee’s Observ. on the Principal Medical Institutions and Prac- 
tice of France, Italy and Germany, in 1 vol., with Johnson’s Syllabus of Materia Medica, and Latham’s 
Lectures on Clinical Medicine; Macartney on Inflammation; Magendie on the Blood ; Marshall on the 
Heart, Lungs, Stomach, Liver, &c., with Weatherhead on Diseases of the Lungs; Millengen’s Curios- 
ities of Medical Experience ; Plumbe on Diseases of the Skin; Prichard on Insanity, &c.; Ricord on 
Venereal Disorders. &c., and Amussat’s Lectures on Retention of Urine; Stokes’s Lectures on the 
Theory and Practice of Physic, with Notes, and 12 Additional Lectures, by John Bell, M.D.; Wil- 
lians on the Physiology and Diseases of the Chest ; Willis on Urinary Diseases and their Treatment ; 
Select Medical Library and Bulletin of Medical Science, containing Bell’s Materia Medica, and Schill 
and Aretzus on the Causes and Signs of Diseases. 
Nearly ready, Graves and Gerhard’s Clinical Lectures. Aug. ll— 


TREMONT-STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 
THE subscribers, at their rooms in Tremont street, continne to give personal instruction to private pupils 
as heretofore, in the various branches of medicine, in connection with the practical pursuit of anatomy, 
and attendance on the Massachusetts General Hospital, the Eye and Ear Infirmary, and the other op- 
portunities belonging to their school. JACOB BIGELOW, 
EDWARD REYNOLDS 
Jy 28—eoply D. HUMPHREYS STORER, 
OLIVER W. HOLMES. 


ORTHOPEDIC INFIRMARY 
FOR THE TREATMENT OF SPINAL DISTORTIONS, CLUB FEET, ETC. 
AT 65 Belknap street, Boston. Patients from a distance can be accommodated with board in the im- 
mediate neighborhood. JOHN B. BROWN, M.D., Surgeon. 

e the subscribers approve of Dr. J. B. Brown’s plan of an infirmary for the treatment of Spinal 
Affections, Club Feet, and other Distortions of the human body, and will aid him by our advice when- 
ever called upon. 

John C. Warren, George Hayward, Edw. Reynolds, Jno. Randall, J. Mason Warren, John Jeffries, 
John Homans, M. 8. Perry, W. Channing, George C. Shattuck, Jacob Bigelow, Enoch Hale, W. 
Strong, George Parkman, D. Humphreys Storer, George W. Otis, Jr., Winslow Lewis, Jr., J. H. 
Lane, Edw. Warren, George B. Doane, John Ware, George Bartlett, John Flint, J. V. C. Smith. 

Boston, April 14, 1841. tf 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom all c mmunications must be 
addressed, post paid. It is xJso pnblished in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5,00 a year, in 
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or satisfactory refer- 
ence. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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